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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

21st Meeting, 2020 (Session 5) 
 

Wednesday 9 December 2020 
 
Present: 
 
Maurice Corry Johann Lamont (Convener) 
Tom Mason Gail Ross (Deputy Convener) 
David Torrance 
 
Also present: Jackie Baillie (PE1769) 
 
The meeting opened at 9.30 am. 
 
1. Consideration of continued petitions: The Committee considered the 

following continued petitions— 
 

PE1545: Residential care provision for the severely learning disabled. The 
Committee agreed to close the petition under Rule 15.7 of Standing 
Orders on the basis that the Scottish Government has established a Short-
Life Working group with COSLA, to develop solutions for the cohort of 
delayed discharges with learning disabilities or enduring mental health 
problems for people who remain in hospital; one of the aims of the group 
is to improve the person centred commissioning of services and the group 
is due to report by January 2021 with any wider and additional findings 
being fed in to the Social Care Review; is working with COSLA and a wide 
range of partners to consider how accommodation options can best be 
developed based on people’s needs; and the Committee will be unable to 
evaluate this work before the next session of Parliament. The Committee 
also agreed to write to the Health and Sport Committee. 
PE1769: Higher Education in Scotland. The Committee agreed to close 
the petition under Rule 15.7 of Standing Orders on the basis that the 
Scottish Government states that it has no current plans to seek to extend 
the existing powers currently available to the Scottish Public Services 
Ombudsman, and the Scottish Funding Council states that there is “no 
evidence that that the current approach is not effective in protecting the 
interests and rights of students”. 
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PE1770: Improving Water Safety. The Committee agreed to close the 
petition under Rule 15.7 of Standing Orders on the basis that the 
Committee notes that legislation is currently in place which would support 
police action where equipment is removed or damaged, and the majority 
of the statutory requirements affecting Scottish inland and coastal waters 
come under the remit of local authorities. The Committee also agreed to 
write to the Cross Party Group on Accident Prevention and Safety 
Awareness and to all local authorities. 
PE1789: Learning difficulties and disability qualifications. The Committee 
agreed to write to the Minister for Mental Health. 
PE1807: Compensation for paying university students. The Committee 
agreed to close the petition under Rule 15.7 of Standing Orders on the 
basis that there are mechanisms in place for universities to request 
additional funds from the Scottish Funding Council and the Scottish 
Government should they decide to compensate students; and that the 
Committee is confident the issues raised by this petition will continue to be 
scrutinised by other areas of Parliament. 
PE1813: Reform the national curriculum to include all African Scottish 
history and PE1814: Compulsory education of Black, Asian, and minority 
ethnic history in Scottish schools. The Committee agreed to close the 
petitions under Rule 15.7 of Standing Orders on the basis that the Scottish 
Government has committed to find ways of promoting diversity and better 
teaching and learning about Black and ethnic minority history and the 
importance of tackling racism in society today in schools; and this is a 
large, long term project that the Committee is confident will be scrutinised 
by other areas of Parliament. The Committee also agreed to write to both 
the Education and Skills Committee and the Equalities and Human Rights 
Committee.  
PE1820: Compulsory bereavement education in schools. The Committee 
agreed to write to the Scottish Government. 
PE1822: More NHS money for hospital beds. The Committee agreed to 
close the petition under Rule 15.7 of Standing Orders on the basis that the 
Scottish Government is confident the current twin approach of investment 
and reform is appropriate to address the requests of the petition, but will 
continue to keep the matter under review; and the Committee will write to 
the Scottish Government to recommend that as part of this review, it 
considers whether the twin approach of investment and reform is fit for 
purpose in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Committee also agreed 
to write to the Health and Sport Committee.  
 

2. Consideration of new petitions: The Committee will considered the following 
new petitions— 

 
PE1830: Protect Scotland's war memorials. The Committee agreed to 
close the petition under Rule 15.7 of Standing Orders on the basis that 
there is legislation currently in place to deal with the vandalism and 
desecration of statutes and memorials, including war memorials, and the 
Scottish Government has no current plans to introduce new legislation for 
the specific purpose requested in the petition. 
PE1833: Raise awareness for dyscalculia. The Committee agreed to close 
the petition under Rule 15.7 of Standing Orders on the basis that the 
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Scottish Government has recently updated the statutory guidance on the 
Implementation of Additional Support for Learning, which explains the 
duties on education authorities and other agencies to support children’s 
and young people’s learning and sets out arrangements for avoiding and 
resolving differences and has recently published its additional support for 
learning action plan to address the recommendations of the independent 
review of the implementation of additional support for learning, and the 
Education and Skills Committee has been, and continues to investigate 
additional support for learning. The Committee also agreed to write to the 
Education and Skills Committee. 
PE1834: Urgent funding for Citizens Advice Bureaux. The Committee 
agreed to close the petition under Rule 15.7 of Standing Orders on the 
basis that the Scottish Government provides support to the advice sector 
as a whole rather than individual charities. In closing the petition, the 
Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Government, COSLA, the Local 
Government and Communities Committee and the Social Security 
Committee to highlight the need for advice services to be adequately 
funded. 
PE1835: Criminalise the submission of misleading or false information in 
child protection cases. The Committee agreed to close the petition under 
Rule 15.7 of Standing Orders on the basis that any individual who 
knowingly provides false or misleading information to a children’s hearing 
risks potential sanction, and children’s hearings provide appropriate 
opportunities for participants to challenge information, and the Scottish 
Government does not consider the creation of a specific offence in relation 
to children’s hearings proceedings to be necessary or appropriate. The 
Committee also agreed to write to the Education and Skills Committee. 
PE1836: Expand the remit of the Care Inspectorate to investigate 
individual child protection complaints. The Committee agreed to write to 
the Scottish Public Service Ombudsman, Children’s Hearings Scotland, 
Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration, Scottish Child Law Centre 
and Who Cares? Scotland.  
  
  
 

The meeting closed at 11.25 am. 
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